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LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES OF UKRAINE: FROM
THE DECLARATION OF STATE INDEPENDENCE TO THE REVOLUTION

OF DIGNITY (AUGUST 24, 1991 – FEBRUARY 2014)
CHRONICLE OF KEY EVENTS

This article highlights the main events in the formation of law enforcement
agencies of Ukraine, from the proclamation of independence to the Revolution of
Dignity (August 24, 1991 –  February 2014). In particular, the authors note that the
extraordinary session of the Supreme Soviet of the Ukrainian SSR of the twentieth
convocation adopted the Act on the Declaration of Independence of Ukraine and
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resolutions on the political situation in Ukraine and the immediate actions of the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to create conditions for not a further military coup; on
departition of state bodies, institutions and organizations; on military formations in
Ukraine; the Law of the Ukrainian SSR on granting additional powers to the Chairman
of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. Since that time, new stage in the life of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine begins – as a department of a sovereign state.
Moreover, the Ministry of Internal Affairs issued order No. 383 “On revision of
departmental normative acts and creation of normative base of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of Ukraine”, under which the heads of main departments, directorates,
independent divisions of the Ministry were ordered to review all departmental normative
documents and cancel those of them, which lost their practical importance or contradicted
the current legislation of Ukraine, in the established order; issued the Decree of the
Presidium of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine “On subordination to Ukraine of the
internal troops stationed on its territory”, the order of the USSR Interior Ministry on
departition of internal affairs bodies and internal troops of the USSR. The Ministers
of Internal Affairs of the Union republics were instructed to “prevent and suppress
harassment, persecution and other forms of discrimination against employees of internal
affairs bodies and servicemen of internal troops for their affiliation with political
parties and movements and political convictions, as well as for exercising their
constitutional right to participate in political activities outside the internal affairs
bodies, units and formations of internal troops and outside their service time”; there
was issued the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 197 “On the
procedure for compensation to the rank and file of the internal affairs bodies for the
service beyond the statutory working hours, as well as in the days of weekly rest and
holidays”; the order of the Interior Ministry of Ukraine on the approval and enactment
of the Instructions “On the reception, registration, accounting and consideration in
the bodies, units and institutions of the Interior of Ukraine statements, reports and
other information about crimes”; the order of the Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada
of Ukraine “On the Establishment of the Internal and Convoy Service Troops in the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine” was issued, etc. Publication of this regulatory
framework was motivated primarily by the proclamation of Ukraine’s independence,
and as a result, by the need to bring existing legislation in the Ukrainian SSR in line
with new requirements.

Keywords: Act of Declaration of Independence of Ukraine, Regulation on the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, regulatory framework.
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