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STATE BORDER GUARD SERVICE OF UKRAINE: MAIN STAGES
AND PERSPECTIVES OF DEVELOPMENT

The article presents the results of the study of the main stages and prospects of
development of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine, taking into account the
new geopolitical conditions in which Ukraine found itself after 2014. The necessity
of combining individual stages, which were singled out by scientists during previous
studies before the beginning of the active phase of russian aggression, was substantiated.
Attention was drawn to the gradual separation of two vectors of border policy
implementation related to the need to protect and secure the state border with the
russian federation and the republic of belarus and the introduction of European
technologies of integrated border management. It was emphasized that these features
include the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine as a special purpose law enforcement
agency in the security forces, and as a military formation – in the defense forces of
Ukraine.

It is proposed to distinguish three main stages of development of the State
Border Guard Service of Ukraine. The first stage of development (1991–2003) was
the formation of the border guard agency and its activities in the system of central
state authorities of Ukraine.  The second stage of development (2003–2014) is the
formation of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine as a special law enforcement
agency. The third stage (since 2014) is the protection of Ukrainian statehood and
restoration of the territorial integrity of Ukraine.

The expedient directions of further development of the State Border Guard
Service of Ukraine after the end of martial law are given. Today, the urgent need is
to ensure a balance between the proper level of border security, openness of the state
border for legal cross-border cooperation and travelers, returning to the State Border
Guard Service of Ukraine the powers of coordinator of the integrated border management
entities, as it was during 2003–2011. The materials of the article can be used for
planning further measures to improve the regulatory and legal support of the State
Border Guard Service of Ukraine and the subjects of integrated border management.
Ensuring the readiness of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine to protect the
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external borders of the European Union is the main result of the next stage of
development.

Keywords: history of the State Border Guard Service of Ukraine, border guard
policy, border guard activities, border guard service, state border protection.
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