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FRANCE’S EXPERIENCE OF PROTECTING CHILDREN
IN THE DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT

In the context of the rapid development of the modern information society,
where the World Wide Web is an integral part of modern life, the number of risks
and dangers in the Internet environment does not decrease. Due to deficiencies in
legal regulation of child protection, the digital environment becomes a convenient
“field” for illegal activities.

Therefore, ensuring the safety of the child while staying in the digital environment
is becoming one of the important and urgent needs, which is not only to create
modern protective mechanisms on the way of offenders to their potential victims, but
also to carry out active preventive and educational work among children ™ potential
victims.

The article examines the experience of France in protecting children in the
digital environment. In particular, the separate corpus delicti of crimes committed
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through the telecommunication network, where the child is a special object of criminal
law protection, are considered.

The continuous work of state and non-state actors on possible ways to protect
minors from online risks is outlined. The article analyzes the legislation on the
responsibilities of Internet service providers (ISPs), as well as the involvement of the
education sector, in particular, educational institutions in the protection of the
youngest Internet users.

The paper notes that the French government pays much attention to the
introduction of educational measures to raise awareness of children, parents, teachers
about possible risks and dangers in the digital environment. In order to achieve this
goal, many useful online platforms have been created, including on the website of the
Ministry of the Interior, where one can find not only useful information and advice
from experts, but also report to the Ministry of the Interior hotline about harmful
content or illegal behavior encountered by a person (including a child) when using
the Internet. The author emphasized the expediency of borrowing the experience of
France in the field of ensuring the safety of children in the digital environment.

Keywords: child, harassment, Internet, content, pornography, minor, provider,
digital environment.
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