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PROBLEMATIC ISSUES OF IMPROVING COUNTERACTION
AND PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL CIRCULATION OF FIREARMS
AND AMMUNITION UNDER MARTIAL LAW IN UKRAINE
(ISSUES OF LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT)

The article was prepared with the purpose of developing proposals regarding
ways of improving counteraction and prevention of illegal circulation of firearms
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under martial law in Ukraine. For the implementation of the goal the following
analysis was carried out: the most important international legal documents and
experience of foreign countries on legislative support in this sphere; the state of the
National Police activity on counteraction and prevention of crimes in the sphere of
arms circulation; the main reasons for the spread of illegal arms circulation in Ukraine
and factors that affect the disclosure of such crimes; the position of experts on ways
to improve legislation in the area under study.

We have stated, that the illegal circulation of firearms under martial law in
Ukraine is gaining momentum. At the same time, the law enforcement system in
Ukraine is experiencing significant difficulties with the detection of crimes in this
area, which is associated in particular with: imperfect legislative regulation of such
circulation, as well as criminal-law counteraction to the crimes of this category;
miscalculations in the organization of timely detection and seizure of weapons from
illegal circulation, etc.

International experience and the experience of foreign countries demonstrate
that effective combating and prevention of illicit trafficking in firearms today is
carried out with appropriate legislative support in this area and cooperation with
international organizations. In most countries of the world, circulation of firearms is
regulated by special laws, which also regulate the circulation of civilian firearms.
However, Ukraine today remains one of the few countries in the world, where the
circulation of weapons is defined at the level of regulations.

Argued, first of all, that the law on the circulation of firearms should ensure the
implementation of systemic control over the production, import and circulation of
weapons. In turn, at the present stage in Ukraine in a state of war it is premature to
legalize short-barrelled firearms for citizens, which may lead to deterioration of the
criminal situation. The author’s versions of the definition of the concepts: firearms,
weapons circulation, prevention of illegal circulation of firearms, as well as amendments
and additions to the Criminal Code of Ukraine are proposed. The ways of improving
the prevention of the studied crimes are defined.

According to the results of the study, we conclude, that combating and prevention
of illegal circulation of firearms constitutes one of the main tasks of the system of state
bodies responsible for internal security in the state. The principles of state policy in
the sphere of circulation of firearms in Ukraine should be defined by the law on the
circulation of firearms, developed taking into account the provisions of international
legal instruments.

Keywords: combating and preventing crimes, illegal trafficking of firearms,
legal support, international experience.
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