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LAW-ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES OF HALYCHYNA AND VOLYN AS
PART OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND (1921–1939): CHRONICLE OF

THE MAIN EVENTS

The article is an excerpt from the third section ‘Law enforcement authorities in
the Western Ukrainian lands as a part of the Republic of Poland and Romania (1918–
1940)’ of the training manual ‘Formation and development of the police (militia) in
Ukraine (XVII century – 2020): Chronicle of the main events’, prepared by the group
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of authors of the State Research Institute of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of
Ukraine. The article covers the chronicle of the main events of the formation and
development of law enforcement bodies in Halychyna and Volyn as part of the
Republic of Poland (1921–1939).

Halychyna ( modern Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk and Ternopol regions) and Volyn
(modern Volyn and Rivne regions) historically have always been part of Ukrainian
lands and one of the main centers of ethnogenesis of the Slavic nations.

After the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire (1918), local law enforcement
bodies began to form in the western Ukrainian lands – the Security Guard, the first
division of the gendarmerie “Defense of Lviv”, the civil-military Security Guard, the
police of the Civil Administration of the Volyn Land and the Podilsk Front, and the
communal police.

According to experts, there were two stages in the development of the police
system in Halychyna and Volyn. The first stage covered the years 1918–1921.
Characterized primarily by the formation of the first local Polish police structures in
Halychyna and Volyn and their unification into the new single law enforcement
system for the entire Republic of Poland on the basis of the Law “On the State
Police” of July 24, 1919.

According to the law, the police was defined as a state organization, whose main
tasks included the protection of security, tranquility, and public order. By special
order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the state police included the railroad and
water transport law enforcement agencies.

On July 3, 1920, the Minister of Internal Affairs of Poland issued the “Temporary
Instruction for the State Police”, which regulated the conduct of police officers on
and off the job during the interwar period. The first period ended on February 1,
1921, when the XIII Volyn Police District was officially founded.

The second stage covered the years 1921–1939. Established, the mentioned
period is characterized by changes in the structural organization of the police and its
transformation into a militarized law enforcement state body. Among the main
regulations governing police activities were: the Decree of the Polish government “On
the reorganization of district police commands into provincial police commands” of
March 19, 1925; the Ministry of Internal Affairs decree “On the formation of investigative
departments in district centers and cities” of July 21, 1926; the Polish Presidential
decree “On the State Police” of March 6, 1928; having the legal force of law; the order
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs ‘On the organization of state police in urban
counties’ of September 21, 1928; the order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs “On
compensations for police officers injured in the performance of their duties” of March
11, 1929: the order of the Polish Council of Ministers “On disciplinary responsibility
and disciplinary proceedings in the state police” of April 21, 1938, etc.

During this period, the Polish state police consisted of three components –
general, criminal (investigative) and political (secret). This division of the police was
due to the nature of the tasks assigned to them and the functions they perfor-
med.

The territorial organization of the police corresponded to the administrative-
territorial division of the state and consisted of the district (later voivodeship) police
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command; county command; commissariats (located in large cities or in blocks of
large cities); stations (located in the territory of communes).

Keywords: Halychyna, Volyn as a part of Poland, history of law enforcement
agencies of Ukraine, research work, chronological handbook.
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