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THE HOLODOMOR OF 1932–1933 IN UKRAINE: THE PATH
OF HISTORICAL MEMORY (ON THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE GENOCIDE OF THE UKRAINIAN PEOPLE)

In the conditions of the Russian-Ukrainian war, Russia, in addition to military
aggression, carries out humanitarian aggression directed at destroying Ukrainian
statehood. The terrorist country uses history as a real weapon to ‘de-objectivize’
Ukraine. This is done to propagate the claim that the Ukrainian people have always
been not a subject but an object of the historical process. Therefore, in countering
Russian military aggression, special attention should be paid to threats in the sphere
of historical memory. The latter is an important factor of national security and
performs the functions of identity formation and legitimization. Within this context,
the issue of highlighting the historical memory of the Holodomor of 1932–1933
becomes very important.

For understanding how the path of historical memory of the Holodomor was
formed, the author singles out five directions. The first is determined by the conditions
of Ukraine’s existence as a totalitarian, multinational country. This direction includes
citizens who spoke openly about the famine in Ukraine. The second direction is
characterized by the complex and ambiguous socio-economic, cultural, psychological
and political consequences of the life of emigrants, separated from their homeland; it
is represented by the Ukrainian diaspora and the Ukrainian community around the
world. The third direction is characterized by the activities of employees of diplomatic
missions and their communications when they were in the RSFSR. Qualitatively
new, in comparison with the previous ones, is the fourth direction. It is characterized
by the attention of world community to the issue of Holodomor of 1932–1933 in
1983–1984. The fifth direction is represented by modern domestic and foreign researchers
who study the Holodomor after Ukraine gained its independence.
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Named directions can be conventionally designated as chronological markers in
order to trace the process of formation and development of the path of historical
memory about the Holodomor. The first marker refers to 1932–1933, when famine
terror took place, as evidenced first of all by citizens’ appeals to Communist Party
leaders, which spoke of famine, lack of bread and foodstuffs. Diplomats from other
countries present in the RSFSR in 1932–1933 spoke of the tragedy. The second point,
in 1983, was the 50th anniversary of the Holodomor in Ukraine. The lion’s share of
attention was directed from members of the Ukrainian diaspora living in the United
States and Canada, and most importantly, for these 50 years the Kremlin authorities
kept silent about the famine, but the opposite reaction occurred abroad - the famine
was talked about. The third chronological marker is due to the beginning of the era
of Ukrainian independence. The fourth marker was marked by the adoption of the
Law of Ukraine “On the Holodomor of 1932–1933 in Ukraine” No. 376-V of November
28, 2006, which recognizes the Holodomor as the genocide of the Ukrainian people.

Experts in various fields of science are researching the Holodomor of 1932–1933.
Thus, one can conventionally designate a category of approaches to the study of this
tragic event in Ukrainian history. These include: historical, legal, ethnographic,
archival, memorial, museum, demographic, and sociological approaches.

Keywords: famine, terror, archival documents, historical memory, diaspora, oral
history, Holodomor, genocide.
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