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THE SPECIFICITIES OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN IN SITUATIONS OF MILITARY AGGRESSION

The article analyzes the specifics of violence in situations of military aggression.
The analysis of statistical data of the Uniform State Criminal Offences Report provided
by the Office of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine for January and April 2022 on
certain articles of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, which establish responsibility for
violence against women, was carried out. In the context of increasing military aggression
of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, the conclusion is given about each type of
criminal offences related to gender-based violence against women.

Àuthor defines the definition of gender-based violence used by international
nongovernmental organizations as an umbrella term for any harmful act committed
against a person’s will and based on socially prescribed (i.e. gendered) differences
between men and women. Such acts include acts that cause harm or suffering of a
physical, sexual or mental nature, threats of such acts or coercion and other deprivations
of liberty.

The study examined which subjects more often commit gender-based violence
against women in situations of military aggression, namely, any individuals who have
committed FGM even before military aggression, but during military aggression there
is more opportunity and imbalance of increasing forces. probability of committing
FGM; individuals who control resources (local government officials and even
humanitarian workers); armed individuals: military (with military on both sides),
bandit groups. Additionally, it has been established that territorially GBV occurs
more often at frontline locations, in overcrowded housing (e.g., shelters), at military
checkpoints, and in places of forced detention (detention, captivity). In terms of time,
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GBV more often occurs at night, after curfew, when military personnel arrive and are
stationed in an area with material supplies, as well as during demobilization after the
end of a military aggression (this is when risks from intimate partners increase).
Measures to prevent gender-based violence against women under martial law are
described.

Keywords: gender-based violence, violence in martial law, violence in situations
of armed aggression, violence in the context of military aggression, gender-based
violence, prevention of violence against women.
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