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CRIME IN THE MILITIA OF THE USSR IN THE MID-1930s:
MAIN ASPECTS

For the first time in historical and legal science, the authors analyzed the main
aspects of crime in the police in the mid-1930s – previously this issue had not been
studied. The number of crimes committed by militia officers during this period was
quite significant. Among the NKVD units, the militia had the largest convictions –
31 % of the total number of convicts. Of all the convicts convicted in 1936, there were
122 privates, or 49 %, and 125 or 51 % of officers. The crime in the militia was caused
by a range of reasons, including political, socio-economic and psychological. The
political ones were connected with the criminal and repressive nature of the Soviet
state itself; socio-economic – with a fairly low standard of living in the state, which
was the basis for the commission of mercenary crimes. Psychological reasons are
explained by the fact that some militia officers feeling her belonging to the government,
they considered her position “above the law”. The crime was also linked to the low
level of culture and education of militia officers. Types of crimes in the militia were
diverse, but dominated by selfish (embezzlement, bribery with extortion, useful
forgery, destruction of cases). They were carried out mainly by employees of passport
desks. Among the commissioners of criminal investigation and district inspectors
there were other crimes: beatings during interrogations, illegal use of weapons,
drunkenness and discrediting, illegal arrests, murders. “Counter-revolutionary crimes”
stood out in a separate category, to which the attention of the prosecutor’s office and
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courts has significantly increased in recent years. The crime rate among militia officers
in 1936 was almost three times lower than in 1935. As for the terms of convicted
militia officers, it was most often from 1 to 3 years. No one was sentenced to the
highest degree of social protection among militia officers during this period.

Keywords: Ukraine, 1935-1936, NKVS, militia, crimes.
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