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FOREIGN EXPERIENCE OF LEGAL REGULATION OF PREVENTION
AND COMBATING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND THE POSSIBILITY

OF ITS APPLICATION IN UKRAINE

Modern society follows the democratic vector of state development based on
humanism and the comprehensive protection of human rights. The activity of the
state and the society in the fight against domestic violence is directly related to the
above-mentioned. Ukraine does not stand aside from this problem, directing significant
resources to combat this negative phenomenon. However, the native practice of
overcoming domestic violence is slowed down partly due to the lack of effective tools
in the police as the primary response authority as well as due to the inability to
provide security to victims at the out-of-court stage of resolving family conflicts, that
often leads to irreparable consequences. Therefore, recourse to the foreign experience
in the said area is so important.

The article investigates foreign examples of organizational and legal prevention
and counteraction to domestic violence. The focus is mainly made on the experience
of leading European countries. A brief analysis of foreign legislation has shown that,
despite the lack of a common terminology, domestic violence is considered as a serious
violation of fundamental human rights, including the right to life, liberty and security
of person, the right to freedom from torture, the right to freedom from torture, ill-
treatment or inhuman treatment and it is condemned by a society. Thereafter, realizing
the harmful effects of this negative phenomenon, all developed countries are devoting
significant resources and efforts to counteract it. Foreign law is focused primarily not
on overcoming the consequences of the offense and punishment for domestic violence,
but mainly on concentrating of significant efforts and resources on the prevention and
cessation of such offenses, on the organization of preventive measures. The article
considers illustrative examples and emphasizes the possibility of their usage in domestic
realities.

The emphasis is placed on the priority of applying precautionary measures by
the primary response authorities at the out-of-court stage of conflict resolution. As
their advantages, the authors highlight the complex nature of such measures to
prevent domestic violence. It is important to understand that preventing this
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phenomenon, rather than overcoming the consequences, has both social benefits,
namely reducing violence, the number of affected and maimed people, broken destinies,
and utilitarian, such as reducing the burden on investigative and judicial bodies,
reducing prisoners and the need for their detention and further re-socialization.
However, it is noted that such measures should be based on a strict control system.

Keywords: domestic violence, human rights, counteraction, offender, victim.
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