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COMMUNITY COUNCILS UNDER PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION BODIES
AS SUBJECTS OF DEMOCRATIC CIVILIAN CONTROL IN THE

SECURITY AND DEFENSE SECTOR

The purpose of this article consists in determining the peculiarities of legal
provision of the activity of community councils under bodies of state administration
as subjects of civil democratic control in the sphere of security and defense.

Based on the article, the development of the legal provision of the public
councils under the bodies of state administration from 1993 up to the present time
analyzed, offered four stages of the periodization. The paper establishes that public
councils under the bodies of state administration turned from the bodies created and
formed according to the instructions of the heads of the bodies of state administration
into active subjects of civil society. The argumentation is given that further improvement
of the activities of public councils under public administration bodies as subjects of
democratic civil control in the security and defense sector requires the solution of
several problems that hinder their productive work. First, the legal gaps associated
with the definition in the Law of Ukraine “On the National Security of Ukraine” of
the range of subjects that can exercise public oversight need to be filled. Secondly, the
terms “public control”, “public oversight”, “public monitoring” that require regulatory
approval, meaning similar phenomena, are used in legislative and by-laws and the
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practice of the studied councils. Thirdly, given the uneven coverage of the results of
their activities by public councils, the subjects and composition of the administrative
offense related to the non-disclosure of public information require specification.
Fourth, given the active use of hybrid warfare methods and numerous agents of
influence by the Russian Federation, they require adjustments towards an increase in
the timing of the publication by the executive authority of information about candidates
to the composition of public councils and the institutions of civil society they
represent, as well as a list of such information.

Keywords: community councils, public administration, civil society, democratic
civilian control, security and defense sector, legal support.
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