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USE OF SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE
IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

Research article notes that the use of special knowledge, the use of scientific and
technical means and methods plays a crucial role in the detection and investigation
of criminal offenses. In view of this, many domestic and foreign criminologists have
paid considerable attention to the aspects of the use of special knowledge in criminal
proceedings, in particular the procedural basis of their application.

An analysis of the understanding of individual scientists of the concept of
“special knowledge” and its differences from the concept of “special knowledge” is
carried out. The author’s definition of the term “special knowledge” is offered.

Emphasis is placed on the fact that one of the current, natural and key issues of
the theory and practice of detection and investigation of criminal offenses is the
procedural regulation of the use of special knowledge. At the same time, there is no
norm in the criminal procedure legislation of Ukraine that would be devoted to the
application of special knowledge. The law does not specify a complete list of methods
and tools of forensic techniques that can be used in the investigation of criminal
offenses. Analysis of the understanding of individual scholars of the use of special
knowledge in the system of legal regulation makes it possible to state that due to the
number of scientific and technical means and methods, which is constantly increasing,
it is really inappropriate to list them in law. At the same time, it is necessary to
formulate in criminal law the general concepts of “special knowledge” and “scientific
and technical means and methods” and their features, as well as to outline the
requirements that would meet the special knowledge used in criminal proceedings.
There are two groups of requirements that must be met by special knowledge used in
criminal proceedings, which constitute such a complex concept as the legality of their
use.

Keywords: special knowledge, criminal proceedings, scientific and technical
means and methods, procedural regulation, legality, admissibility.
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