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ACTIVITY OF THE MILITIA USSR IN 1935

On the basis of a wide source base, including normative legal acts (in particular,
archival documents), materials of the periodical press, developments of predecessors
the main directions of activity of militia of the Ukrainian SSR in 1935 are covered.
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At the same time, the authors departed from the traditional coverage of the topic
according to the problem-chronological principle, applying chronologically-problem-
atic, when not one aspect of the activity of the specified law enforcement body for
several years is considered, but on the contrary, all main aspects of activity have been
studied.

As a result of the analysis of the literature, the problem is given – a lack of
awareness in the historical-legal science. In 1935, the police operated in the “normal”
regime typical of a law enforcement agency of a totalitarian state. The requirements
for selection to its ranks have intensified, and the search for ways to improve the fight
against crime has continued: banditry, hooliganism, and crimes in the economic
sphere. Some progress has been made in this area. But the process of reducing crime
did not take place in all regions of Ukraine evenly. In some regions, the rate of crime
reduction has been slower. Compared with 1934, the number of armed and unarmed
looting and theft of horses decreased. The growth of hooliganism was explained from
a class standpoint – as the resistance of enemies of the Soviet government. It should
be noted that after the re-establishment of the NKVD of the USSR, more attention
was drawn to the compliance with statutory requirements and improving service
discipline among police officers. The NKVD leadership also made attempts to im-
prove cognitive and investigative activities, to eliminate shortcomings in the social
security of police officers.
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