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STAGES OF FORMATION OF CRIMINAL LEGAL
PROTECTION OF CORPORATE RELATIONS IN UKRAINE

The peculiarities of the legislative process of regulation of life in the state depend to
a large extent on the dynamics of the development of social relations, which also affects
the peculiarities of criminal law protection of the relevant sphere of relations. In this
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aspect, the historical factor determining the social conditionality of the criminalization of
certain socially dangerous acts is important, covers the previous norms of the criminal
legislation and considers them at the level of the historical cut.

Taking into account the peculiarities of the birth and development of the corporate
sector in the modern history of Ukraine, three stages of the formation of modern criminal
legislation in the aspect of counteraction to criminal processes in the field of corporate
relations are identified:

1) the period of the “Soviet reorganization” (1985–1991): the cooperative movement
as the basis for future corporate relations in the state, the tendencies for the emergence
of the shadow economy, the emergence of new types of socially dangerous acts in the field
of economics and the related shortcomings of criminal legislation;

2) the post-Soviet transitional period (1991–2001), before the adoption of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine): laying the foundations for the criminal law enforcement of
counteraction to new criminal manifestations (including in the field of corporate relations)
that arose as a result of the social and conflictual nature of modern social relations;

3) the modern period (2001 – present time): the formation and improvement of the
mechanisms of criminal law protection of corporate relations, the search for new, sometimes
erroneous approaches to solving these problems (such as groundless decriminalization of
socially dangerous acts under the guise of humanization of criminal responsibility and the
mechanical involvement of international standards rights, introduction of foreign legal
institutes in domestic criminal law, etc.).

In connection with the above mentioned, the historical experience of legislative
support to counteract criminal processes in the field of corporate relations shows that
Ukrainian legislators often use a superficial approach to solving relevant problems,
mechanically borrowing an experience from other countries and the norms of international
law without proper adaptation to the peculiarities of domestic legal systems. Therefore,
the current state of criminal law protection of corporate relations needs further
improvement.

Keywords: economic crimes, corporations, corporate relations, criminal law
enforcement, raiding, corporate blackmail
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