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CIRCUMSTANCES THAT AGGRAVATE CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR
THE SEIZURE OR DETENTIONOF A PERSON AS A HOSTAGE

Paper studies current state and prospects of the differentiation of criminal
responsibility for the capture or detention of a person as a hostage on the basis of the
analysis of current and special literature. It analyses the circumstances aggravating
responsibility for the capture of detention of a person as hostage which are provided for
by part 2 of Article 147 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine. These include: 1) commitment
of the offense against a minor; 2) committing the offense by an organized group;
3) capture or detention of a person as a hostage combined with the threats of human
destruction; 4) causing of severe consequences. The conclusion is drawn that it is
reasonable to increase criminal responsibility if these offenses are committed: by the
group of persons by prior agreement; to 2 or more persons; repeatedly; with use of
violence which may pose a threat to life or health of a victim; with use of weapons or
items used as weapons, ammunition, explosives or explosive devices; to a woman who
was known for a perpetrator to be in pregnancy; to a person who was known for a
perpetrator to be in a helpless state; from selfish motives.
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