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  Paper  deals  with  the  essence  of  pre-trial  investigation  as  a  stage  of  criminal 
proceedings.  The  scientific  approaches  to  the  definition  of  the  concept  of  the  stage  of 
criminal  proceedings  and  their  system  are  analyzed  (8  stages  are  envisaged  in  the 
Criminal  Procedure  Code  of  Ukraine).  It  is  determined  that  the  formulation  of  the 
definition by modern scientists testifies to the fact that most of them do not fundamentally 
disagree with the classics, because they practically did not depart from the established 
definition  of  this  concept,  but  only  detailed  and  expanded  its  representations.  The 
position  on  the  inexpediency  of  attributing  criminal  proceedings  to  an  independent 
stage  is  supported.
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