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OPTIMAL MODELS FOR RESOLVING THE ARMED CONFLICT AND 

REINTEGRATION OF THE TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED TERRITORIES  

IN DONBAS 

The article investigates optimal models of settlement of the Russian-Ukrainian 

armed conflict in the east of Ukraine, ways of restoring the state sovereignty of our 

country in certain regions of Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

It is revealed that today, based on the current situation, there are several 

scenarios with varying degrees of probability of events occurring in the temporarily 

occupied territories of Donbas. At the same time, such scenarios include both 

optimistic and pessimistic options for Ukraine. 

The use of a systematic approach, comparative, contextual, comparative-legal, 

logical-semantic, statistical, system-structural methods of analysis allowed to 

determine the best possible options for solving this interstate conflict in the context of 

the existing internal political situation in Ukraine, foreign policy environment, goals 

of the main actors involved in its settlement. 

Domestic experts identify only two ways for Ukraine to reintegrate the 

occupied territories of the Donbas: use only of military force; an agreement with a 

party currently exercising force control over the said territories. At the same time, it 

is impossible to hope for a purely military solution of the Donbas’s problem in the 

current conditions. At the same time, the option of voluntary reintegration of the 

occupied territories on the basis of the Minsk Agreements (in the course of 

compromise with Russia) should be taken as the basic strategy of the Donbas’s 

national de-occupation and reintegration strategy. 



The secession scenario becomes probable in the event of a new round of armed 

confrontation in the Donbas and the inability to agree on the implementation of the 

Minsk Agreements, which implies a definitive abandonment of Ukraine from the 

occupied territories and a complete break with them. Under the current conditions, 

the most probable scenario for resolving the conflict in the East of Ukraine is the 

secession scenario with a high prospect of two final options: "DPR and LPR will 

enter the Russian Federation" or "Legitimization of DPR and LPR as independent 

state entities". 
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